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Minerals Management Service, Interior § 250.901 

relevant requirements of subpart H, 
Production Safety Systems. 

[53 FR 10690, Apr. 1, 1988. Redesignated and 
amended at 63 FR 29479, 29485, May 29, 1998; 68 
FR 8435, Feb. 20, 2003]

Subpart I—Platforms and 
Structures

§ 250.900 General requirements. 
(a) The lessee shall design, fabricate, 

install, use, inspect, and maintain all 
platforms and structures (platforms) 
on the Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) 
to assure their structural integrity for 
the safe conduct of drilling, workover, 
and production operations, considering 
the specific environmental conditions 
at the platform location. 

(b) All new fixed or bottom-founded 
platforms (i.e., platforms or other 
structures, e.g., single-well caissons, 
artificial islands), shall be designed, 
fabricated, installed, inspected, and 
maintained in accordance with all the 
requirements of this section and 
§§ 250.901 and 250.904 through 250.914 of 
this subpart. Applications submitted 
pursuant to § 250.901 shall require the 
approval by the Regional Supervisor 
prior to platform installation. 

(c) All new platforms which meet any 
of the conditions listed below shall be 
subject to the Platform Verification 
Program and shall be designed, fab-
ricated, and installed in accordance 
with the requirements of §§ 250.901 
through 250.914 of this part. 

(1) Platforms installed in water 
depths exceeding 400 feet, 

(2) Platforms having natural periods 
in excess of 3 seconds, 

(3) Platforms installed in areas of un-
stable bottom conditions, 

(4) Platforms having configurations 
and designs which have not previously 
been used or proven for use in the area, 
or 

(5) Platforms installed in seismically 
active areas. 

(d) Major modification to any plat-
form shall be subject to the require-
ments of this subpart and shall require 
the approval of the Regional Super-
visor. Major modification means any 
structural changes which materially 
alter the approved plan or causes a 
major deviation from approved oper-
ations. 

(e)(1) Major repairs of damage to any 
platform shall require the prior ap-
proval of the Regional Supervisor. 
Major repairs of damage means correc-
tive operations involving structural 
members affecting the structural in-
tegrity of a portion or all of the plat-
form. 

(2) Under emergency conditions, re-
pairs to primary structural elements 
may be made to restore an existing 
permitted condition without prior ap-
proval. The Regional Supervisor shall 
be notified within 24 hours of the dam-
age that occurred and repairs that were 
made. The Regional Supervisor’s ap-
proval for repairs shall be obtained. 

(f) The requirements for an applica-
tion for approval for the reuse or con-
version of the use of an existing fixed 
or mobile platforms shall be deter-
mined on a case-by-case basis. An ap-
plication shall be submitted to the Re-
gional Supervisor for approval and 
shall include location, intended use, 
and demonstrate the adequacy of the 
design and structural condition of the 
platform. 

(g) In addition to the requirements of 
this subpart, platform design, fabrica-
tion, and installation shall conform to 
API RP 2A–WSD ‘‘Recommended Prac-
tice For Planning, Designing, And Con-
structing Fixed Offshore Platforms—
Working Stress Design,’’ (incorporated 
by reference, see § 250.198), or American 
Concrete Institute (ACI) 357R, ‘‘Guide 
for the Design and Construction of 
Fixed Offshore Concrete Structures,’’ 
(incorporated by reference, see 
§ 250.198), as appropriate. Alternative 
codes or rules may be utilized with ap-
proval of the Regional Supervisor. The 
requirements contained in these docu-
ments (API RP 2A–WSD and ACI 327R) 
are incorporated by reference in this 
part, see § 250.198. 

[53 FR 10690, Apr. 1, 1988. Redesignated and 
amended at 63 FR 29479, 29485, May 29, 1998; 64 
FR 9065, Feb. 24, 1999; 68 FR 19355, Apr. 21, 
2003]

§ 250.901 Application for approval. 

(a) All applications under the provi-
sions of this subpart shall be submitted 
to the Regional Supervisor for ap-
proval. All significant changes or 
modifications to approved applications 
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